Objective: To determine the prevalence of hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection in heterosexual patients attending two genitourinary medicine (GUM) 
Additional similar studies at various geographical locations within the UK would be required in order to determine any geographical or racial variations in the prevalence of HBV markers. Both ethnicity (white/non-white) and the duration of sexual activity have been shown to be significant risk factors for HBV infection by limited regression analysis. Other potential risk factors, which include number of sexual partners in lifetime; being born outside the UK; lived outside the UK for more than 3 months; and having had sexual intercourse with foreign nationals, were significant by univariate analysis (table 3) . These results, however, must be viewed with caution because the overall prevalence of HBV is low, thus the impact of these risk factors on the prevalence of HBV is very small, and their predictive value was poor. Both ethnicity and duration of sexual activity are likely to be related quite closely to other variables. For instance, ethnicity is closely linked to place of birth and history of living outside the UK. Duration of sexual activity probably correlates with the number of sexual partners. With so few patients with positive core antibody it is not feasible to investigate these relationships.
Past history of STD and presenting STD was not shown to be a significant risk factor for HBV acquisition. However, the STD data were obtained by self reporting which may have diluted the relation between STD and acquisition of HBV. This study indicated that heterosexuals attending the Birmingham GUM clinic were at a higher risk for HBV than those attending at Coventry, and the latter were at a marginally higher risk for HBV than the control group. The risk was higher among non-whites and with increasing duration of sexual activity.
The study showed that the risk factors investigated could not be used as predictors that could identify risk group that should be vaccinated. The low prevalence of HBV markers in this study was a limiting factor that affected the sensitivity of the study.
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